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	First Draft
	Sunday, February 11 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.

	Second Draft 
	Sunday, February 18 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.

	Peer-review 
	Monday, February 19 Bring 3 hard copies of your second draft to class.

	Final Draft and Reflection
	Sunday February 25 on BlazeVIEW by 11:59 p.m.
Monday, February 26 hard copy in class.




Overview: 
In this assignment you will identify the topic of your research for the remainder of the course. It must be related to some aspect of information technology. Please choose something that you like, or something that you are interested in. The topic must be researcheable, thought-provoking, and oriented to members of an educated audience. 
Essay: 
The essay should complete the following tasks: 
Identify and explain the topic of your research project. 
Demonstrate that the topic is arguable; in other words, please provide samples of analytical or argumentative claims that can be made about it. 
It should persuade the audience that the topic is important. 
It should identify the potential audience for your researched argument or analysis. 
It should demonstrate that your topic is researcheable by appending summaries (at least 150 words for each summary) of three credible, peer-reviewed, and substantial sources. 
It should include a Works Cited page using MLA 8 with entries for the sources you summarize in your paper. 
Reflection: 
Write a self-assessment that discusses the work you have done, names three specific changes you have made to draft language: show “before” and “after” sentences or passages, and explain your rationales for the changes you made. Explain whether your peers or your instructor helped you see the topic clearer and explain why you incorporated or rejected their advice. Briefly reflect on your research so far. How much do you like the topic? Are you pleased with the sources you found so far? What are you worries about this project? Your reflection should comprise at least 500 words. 
Audience: Your instructor. 
Purpose: Your purpose is to convince that you have a thoughtful, interesting, and important research topic. 
Requirements: 
Summaries should be accurate and concise.  
Your paper should make a clear and convincing case that your topic is significant. 
Your paper must follow the MLA-style citation conventions. 
The final draft should use the correct MLA format, and it should contain at least 800 words. The suggested length should comprise between 900 and 1200 words. 
We will review the first draft in class, so it is important to bring 3 hard copies to class on February 19. The first draft must contain double spaced pages, using 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font. Failure to deliver it electronically and bring it to class on the due dates will result in a ten point deduction from your grade. 
The final draft of the essay must not contain the errors reviewed in class. Remember that the peer-review is a learning experience. 
The final draft must use 1 inch margins and twelve-point Times New Roman font, and it must be submitted both electronically and in print in a manila folder. Late submission will be deducted ten points per day. In the manila folder you should have: 
All Rough Drafts (with comments from peers)
Final draft
Reflection
Structure and Organization: 
You may write this as a standard paper or you may also format the paper as a report using headers for sections of the paper fulfilling each of the assigned tasks if you find it easier. No matter what format you choose, however, please double-space the paper and use the correct MLA citation requirements. 
Rationale: 
This assignment launches the work you will do for the remainder of the course. 
It makes you think about your topic and it will help your research become more effective. 
The three summaries you write for this paper will give you and head start on the next assignment. 
Resources: 
The Student Success Center in Langdale Hall. You can make appointments with the tutors either via web or by visit. Always take with you this assignment sheet and your drafts. 
St. Martin’s Handbook. We will read it for class as well. 
My office hours. Please feel free to ask for help at any time. 
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